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OUR MISSION

The Climate & Wildfire Institute (CWI) operates at the
intersection of science, practice, and public policy -
connecting researchers, practitioners, and policymakers to
accelerate on-the-ground, science-based solutions to this

era’s most pressing climate and wildfire challenges.
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secured in startup funding projects launched since 2022
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Where science meets policy and practice

® California Year in Fire

* Intentionalfire.org

® Interagency Treatment Dashboard

* Regional Resource Kits

® Tahoe Sierra Wildfire Resilience Collaborative
o Teakettle Prescribed Burn

® The Stewardship*Project

“#e_\Wildfire and Landscape Resilience Data Hub
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“Living and working in some of California's most notable fire footprints has made clear
to me that wildfire impacts communities and landscapes in complex and nuanced ways -
not captured by the number of acres burned. The California's Year in Fire project aims to
better equip policymakers, managers, and the public to understand and. respond. to the
rapidly evolving state of wildfire by improving our Co||ect|ve Understan&lng of lts |mpdcts
including how they are changing over time. ' &

~ Leana Michelle Weissberg, Center for Law, Energy & the Enwrot‘rment at UC Berke|ey
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~ Intentional fire, \

~ used at the right time of year andiiider the right conditions.

fire, intentional fire is a collaborative, community-based solution

sk led practitioners with a deep understanding of place and i
rtant tools we have to minimize the impacts of ca
onal fire website was created as a tool to educat

the p blic about the use and benefits of this approachi
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to support it. So that was the main charg”e forcwi.

- David Saah, Board Treasurer, Climate & Wildfire Institute
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Regional Resource Kits deliver essential data to the people Who put that information to

work across our landscapes. Government officials, foresters, scientists, land managers,

land owners, and many others rely on critical, site-specific data to reduce the risk of
wildfire and better steward our landscapes. These Regional Resource Kits identify
essential information for land use decisions and priorities with a focus on regional
datasets, recognizing the distinct needs of different locations and ecosystems in

California.

Core benefits:
¢ Deliver targeted data to address the unique characteristics and challenges of
“regional |andscapes
e Connect site-specific, actlonab|e information to the on-the-ground personnel who
T : . putthis mformatlon into action

S {-{Estabhsh an mformed coordlnated resource for enhanced decision-making and

“Forést Re5|||enc.e Task Force ctnd otb‘ke“r%\

A » :
B,
b N o o
il \ 3 \'.
4 W 4 .
A e =
- %

T, Y i @ CLIMATE & WILDFIRE INSTITUTE

r " 1 ' i

T



o gt

“TAHOE SIERRA WILDFIRE
RESILIENCE COLLABORATIVE

Cross-boundary, scalable, and sustainable solutions like the Tahoe Sierra Wildfire

Resilience Collaborative are at the heart of establishing wildfire resilience in Western

NerthAmerica_._ il

~ communities.
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Proactive, large-scale prescribed burns play a vital role in preventing the occurrence of

even larger, catastrophic mega fires.

The Teakettle Prescribed Burn is a 3300-acre landscape-scale prescribed burn,
informed by expertise from practitioners, policymakers, academics, Tribes, and state and
federal agencies from across California. The burn will be executed in the Teakettle
Experimental Forest, part of the Sierra National Forest, an area which largely hasn’t
burned since the 1860s and prior to colonization would have burned naturally every 15-
20 years. A landmark project given its size, scale, and precious old-growth ecosystem, it
will set a precedent for future substantial burns within California and beyond. From this
effort, CWI will develop and share tool kits of lessons identified, best practices, and
successful approaches so that other organizations and initiatives can more easily launch

forward with their own intentional fire efforts.

Core benefits:
e Reduce wildfire risk
e Stabilize carbon storage
e Support forest management
* |mprove ecosystem health
* Encourage biodiversity

® Restore adapted landscapes

The project is led by CWI and Malcolm North, Ecologist at the Pacific Southwest
Research Station. Funding for the Teakettle Prescribed Burn Project was provided by the

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s Forest Health Program, as part of

California Climate Investments.



https://www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/grants/forest-health
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/california-climate-investments

warg the landscapes of%the Amencan West. The central goal of this project is to
 promote policies to support active stewardship — a central component of Indigenous
land management and knowledge which requires active engagement, long-term
commitment, and sustainable capacity to achieve management goals. The project
~ integrates both Indigenous and Western insights and management practices to develop

federal policy recommendations centered on the Indigenous right to burn, co-

management of wildlands, workforce and capacity development, regulatory

realignment, and other areas.

Core benefits:
* Preserve the central role of Indigenous cultural practices and traditions in land
stewardship
* Emphasize the role of fire in the restoration and maintenance of healthy landscapes,
in addition to wildfire risk mitigation
® Bridge the gap between Indigenous knowledge and Western science to develop

more adaptive wildfire and land management approaches

The Stewardship Project is funded by CWI and led by Don Hankins, Professor of
Geography and Planning at California State University, Chico; Sara Clark, Partner at
Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP; and Scott Stephens, CWI Board Member and Professor

of Fire Science at the University of California, Berkeley.
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WILDFIRE AND LANDSCAPE
RESILIENGESBEHE S sis3

Big data can greatly improve wildfire, resilience, and climate decisions in California.

Yet, current data systems can be antiquated aral therwise not used to their

fullest potential
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LEADING THE WAY

J Bethomy Hannah, i, erim Ex I
* Stacey Sargent FredenckfFE}gme___r_ ﬁﬁ *
* Sarah Caldwell, Program Manag\?'—""
o Lily C|ar|<e _eﬁmer Program.C ordmtorl
e Scott Scherbinski, Program Co _
e Sabrina Goodman, Communlcf"dﬁmsaCoo

e Helen Lahodg, Admmtstggtlve_ﬂCoordlnator e

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

e Ken Alex, President

e John Battles, Vice President

e David Saah, Treasurer

e Alex Hall, Secretary

e ilkay Altintas, Board Member

e |lara Kueppers, Board Member
e Scott Stephens, Board Member
e Marybel Batjer, Board Member

® Art Chapman, Former Board Member N e D

e D T

2 .-a—

M
societal scale, as a scientist and techno|og|st These ’types
help us to monitor the fast changes in our environment to track
faster. - i L
~ Ilkay Altintas, PhD, CWI Board Mambar
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https://brumidigroup.com/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/clee/
https://www.placer.ca.gov/
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/research/facilities-labs/geospatial-analysis-lab
https://sig-gis.com/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.smwlaw.com/
https://www.berkeley.edu/
https://www.ucdavis.edu/
https://www.uci.edu/
https://www.ucla.edu/
https://www.ucsd.edu/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/

LOOKING AHEAD

With 2024 well underway, the Climate & Wildfire Institute continues to
intersect research, policy, and practice to tackle our shared future with fire.
We are excited to foster space for connection and conversation as we look to
the year ahead - advancing more projects, deepening our partnerships, and
exploring new opportunities to address current and future climate and wildfire

challenges.

Together, we look forward to accelerating more solutions to our most pressing

climate and wildfire challenges.

STAY IN TOUCH

X : ClimateWildfire

- climateandwildfireinstitute

m - Climate & Wildfire Institute
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